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Istvan Bethlen's campaign trip and its results in the territory between the Danube
and River Tisza (Duna-Tisza koze)

On his two days campaign trip in the territory between the Danube and River Tisza,
Count Istvin Bethlen primarily emphasised the reconstitution of national unity,
religious peace and reconciliation among social classes. This political campaign
aimed at peacefully revising the Treaty of Trianon. And he thought it well: in order
to achieve this goal, it was necessary to conceive political realism, that is, the econ-
omic, social and cultural reinforcement of the nation. For example, it was expedient
for beginning the land reform, the dissemination of intensive forms of agricultural
production and the industrialisation supplementing imports. For the intellectual
basis to achieve these goals, Bethlen considered Christian liberalism the most ap-
propriate. As a result of this campaign, the nominees of the United Party won 6 out
of the 9 electoral districts. And among these 6 constituencies, 3 were eventually
taken by the governing party by an intervention through the civil service. Bethlen
and the leaders of the United Party often exploited the state apparatus and the civil
service — in many cases illegally — to preserve power positions. Thus even the sub-
sequent successes of the Bethlen consolidation cannot overshadow this fact.



